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ran up to meet him, and soon every maid the stalwart Odysseu;
possessed was pressing round him and showering affectionate
kisses on his head and shoulders. And now the wise Penelopf
came out from her bedroom, lovely as Artemis or goldec
Aphrodite, and dissolved in tears as she threw her arms round
her son's neck and kissed his forehead and his beautiful eyes.(Sc
you're back, Telemachus, my darling boy!' she said between
her sobs. 'And I thought I should never see you again after you
had sailed for Pylos to find out about your dear father - sc
secretly, so much against my wishes. Come, tell me all you
saw/
'Mother/ Telemachus soberly replied, 'please do not reduce
me to tears or play on my emotions when I have just escaped
from such a deadly fate. But go upstairs to your room with youi
ladies, and when you have washed and changed into fresh
clothes pray to all the gods, promising them the most perfect
offerings if Zeus ever grants us a day of reckoning. I myself am
going to the market-place to fetch an acquaintance who accom-
panied me on my journey back. I sent him ahead of me to town
with my good crew and told Peiraeus to take him home and
treat him with all care and respect till I should come.'
Telemachus' manner froze the words on her lips. She bathed,
changed into fresh clothes, and then addressed herself to the
heavenly company, promising them a perfect offering when
Zeus should grant her house a day of reckoning.
Meanwhile Telemachus strode across the hall and sallied out,
carrying his spear, and with two nimble hounds at his heels.
Athene endowed him with such magic grace that all eyes were
turned on him in admiration as he approached. The highborn
Suitors gathered round him in a throng, with kindly speeches on
their lips and evil brewing in their hearts. But he shook them 06.
as they crowded in upon him, and found a seat with Mentor,
Andphus, and Haliserthes, whose friendship for his house was
rooted in the past. As these were plying him with questions
about his voyage, the spearman Peiraeus came up with Theo-
clymenus, whom he had conducted through the streets to the

